A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The Duke of York himself fled to Ireland. The young men
took boat on the Welsh coast, and after an astonishing and
courageous adventure, sailing round Land's End and up the
Channel, reached Calais and prepared to hold it against the
King. The next year, 1460, Warwick, leaving Calais at Whit-
suntide, seized Sandwich, to serve as his bridgehead on the
other side of the water, and then landed himself with young
Edward, York's son, and a small force of 2000 men on June 26.
It is important to note that a Papal Legate accompanied the
Yorkist force, and the Archbishop of Canterbury joined it.
Large bodies joined them in Kent; they occupied London
(though the Tower was still held by the Queen). The campaign
went rapidly. The royal army stood just outside and south
of the town of Northampton; it was attacked by Warwick and
young Edward on July 10, 1460, and went to pieces, many of
the men on the Lancastrian side helping the Yorkists over the
earthworks.. The whole thing was over in half an hour, and
the casualties were less than three hundred.
It was in this battle of Northampton that young Edward
distinguished himself for the first time, and the chances for
distinction in such a combat were small. Warwick and young
Edward took the defeated King up to London, received the
submission of the town, and took over the government, but still
in Henry's name. This was in the weeks after the battle.
In less than two months, on September 2, 1460, the Duke of
York had come over again from Ireland, and on October 9 he
publicly announced his claim to be the legitimate King of
England. But a compromise was made—Henry was to remain
King during his life, and York to succeed him. Margaret of
Anjou's son, the heir to Henry, a child of seven, was passed over.
The Queen, of course, had nothing to do with this com-
promise; she remained in the North, gathering large forces
and preparing to continue the struggle. The Duke of York
went off to a castle of his own at Sandal, near Wakefield,
to keep Christmas. There he was suddenly surrounded by a
body of Lancastrians attached to the Queen, and killed on
December 30, and nearly all the men round him were put to
the sword. It was this comparatively small incident—but one
of great importance through the death of the claimant to the
throne—which began the long series of murders, the vendetta
of the Wars of the Roses, which makes them a sort of shambles

